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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1A 37 7.5 3.3 15 49.9 21.3
1B 37 8.1 3.7 15 53.7 21.3
2A 136 9.5 3.3 15 63.3 78.2
2B 134 8.4 3.4 15 55.7 77
3A 84 10 2.6 15 66.8 48.3
3B 83 9.3 2.6 15 62.2 47.7
4A 35 4.8 5.6 15 32 20.1
4B 35 5.5 4.9 15 36.4 20.1
5A 55 8.4 3.2 15 55.9 31.6
5B 55 8.9 3.2 15 59 31.6
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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AS RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 


MARKING INSTRUCTIONS 
 


Positive marking 
 
It should be remembered that candidates are writing under examination conditions and credit 
should be given for what the candidate writes, rather than adopting the approach of 
penalising him/her for any omissions. It should be possible for a very good response to 
achieve full marks and a very poor one to achieve zero marks. Marks should not be 
deducted for a less than perfect answer if it satisfies the criteria of the mark scheme.  
 
Exemplars in the mark scheme are only meant as helpful guides. Therefore, any other 
acceptable or suitable answers should be credited even though they are not actually stated 
in the mark scheme. 
 
Two main phrases are deliberately placed throughout each mark scheme to remind 
examiners of this philosophy. They are: 
 


 “Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points   should be 
credited.” 


 “This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.” 
 
Rules for Marking 
 


1. Differentiation will be achieved on the basis of candidates' response. 
 


2. No mark scheme can ever anticipate or include every possible detail or interpretation; 
examiners should use their professional judgement to decide whether a candidate's 
particular response answers the question in relation to the particular assessment 
objective. 


 
3. Candidates will often express their ideas in language different from that given in any 


mark scheme or outline. Positive marking therefore, on the part of examiners, will 
recognise and credit correct statements of ideas, valid points and reasoned 
arguments irrespective of the language employed. 


 
Banded mark schemes 
 
Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has a relevant descriptor. The 
descriptor provides a description of the performance level for that band. Each band contains 
marks. Examiners should first read and annotate a candidate's answer to pick out the 
evidence that is being assessed in that question. Once the annotation is complete, the mark 
scheme can be applied. This is done as a two stage process. 
 
Banded mark schemes stage 1 – deciding on the band 
 
When deciding on a band, the answer should be viewed holistically. Beginning at the lowest 
band, examiners should look at the candidate's answer and check whether it matches the 
descriptor for that band. Examiners should look at the descriptor for that band and see if it 
matches the qualities shown in the candidate's answer. If the descriptor at the lowest band is 
satisfied, examiners should move up to the next band and repeat this process for each band 
until the descriptor matches the answer. 
  







 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 2 


If an answer covers different aspects of different bands within the mark scheme, a ‘best fit’ 
approach should be adopted to decide on the band and then the candidate's response 
should be used to decide on the mark within the band. For instance, if a response is mainly 
in band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the answer would be placed in band 
2, but the mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a result of the band 3 
content.   
 
Banded mark schemes stage 2 – deciding on the mark 
 
Once the band has been decided, examiners can then assign a mark. During standardising 
(at the Examiners’ marking conference), detailed advice from the Principal Examiner on the 
qualities of each mark band will be given. Examiners will then receive examples of answers 
in each mark band that have been awarded a mark by the Principal Examiner. Examiners 
should mark the examples and compare their marks with those of the Principal Examiner. 
 
When marking, examiners can use these examples to decide whether a candidate's 
response is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to the example. Examiners are 
reminded of the need to revisit the answer as they apply the mark scheme in order to 
confirm that the band and the mark allocated is appropriate to the response provided. 
Indicative content is also provided for banded mark schemes. Indicative content is not 
exhaustive, and any other valid points must be credited. In order to reach the highest bands 
of the mark scheme a learner need not cover all of the points mentioned in the indicative 
content, but must meet the requirements of the highest mark band.  
 
Awarding no marks to a response 
 
Where a response is not creditworthy, that is it contains nothing of any relevance to the 
question, or where no response has been provided, no marks should be awarded. 
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      15 marks 
 


Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


 
 
 
5 


13-15 marks 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language /vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
4 


10-12 marks 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
3 


7-9 marks 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
 
2 


 


4-6 marks 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
1 


1-3 marks 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 
 


N.B.   A maximum of 1 mark should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


          'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   15 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


13-15 marks 
 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 
question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning 
and/or evidence. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


4 


10-12 marks 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


3 


7-9 marks 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been 


addressed. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


2 


4-6 marks 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason 


and/or evidence. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


1 


1-3 marks 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 


0        No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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4. (a) Explain how three of the five categories of action can help guide a Muslim 


during life. [AO1 15] 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 
 
Candidates can explain, with examples to support their explanations any 
three from the following five categories: 


 


 Wajib or fard (obligatory): This provides a Muslim with the actions that 
are necessary to comply with and so have a good understanding of what 
they MUST do. In applying this to Muslim life this involves the following 
areas: observing 5 pillars; eating halal food; maintaining a high standard 
of personal hygiene; not allowing debt; and, community obligations. These 
fard actions are mainly individual but the last one is collective. Community 
responsibilities include the performance of funeral prayers.  
 


 Mustahabb (preferred, commendable): These actions that are seen as 
noble and so would encourage Muslims to behave accordingly and have 
the correct attitude to life. In applying this to Muslim life this involves the 
following areas: male circumcision: extra prayers: visiting friends and 
family: tidy room: correct funeral rites; marriage; looking after parents. 
 


 Halal/mubah (permissible): actions that are almost neutral. This is the 
largest area and gives a Muslim confidence that they are not going 
against Islam in their actions. Often advice is sought from teachers and 
hadiths for this category. In applying this to Muslim life this involves the 
following areas: anything that is not in the other categories and covers 
freedom of personal choice and preference for things. The term mubah is 
synonymous with the more popular use of the term halal to describe this 
category. Halal literally means ‘blessed’, in other words, divinely allowed.  
 


 Makruh (discouraged, reprehensible) are seen as bad actions although 
not forbidden. Muslims would avoid behaving in this way as they are 
unvirtuous. In applying this to Muslim life this involves the following areas: 
urinating in stagnant water; sleeping late in the morning; certain rules 
during prayer e.g. cannot play with clothing or body, move head left or 
right or crack fingers; breathing into a beaker; abortion.  
 


 Haram (absolutely forbidden): things that under no circumstances are 
allowed. These help Muslims know what they MUST NOT do. In applying 
this to Muslim life this involves the following areas: drinking alcohol; eating 
pork; killing innocents; adultery; acts of homosexuality; shirk; euthanasia.  


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 


 







 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 12 


4. (b) ‘The five categories of action provide clear guidance for Muslims today.’ 
 
 Evaluate this view.  [AO2 15] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 
 


 One line of argument is that categories make it simple for Muslims to 
follow their daily life without constantly having to refer to the full body of 
Islamic teaching. They are very useful as a quick reference guide and are 
the result of debate regarding issues of confusion and more a positive 
move towards clarity. Where else could a Muslim turn to other than the 
rulings of learned Islamic scholars? Indeed, if they are applied thoughtfully 
and carefully then they can be seen as very useful as a guide for today. 
 


 Another line of reasoning is that some categories are very clear, for 
example, fard and haram are the main categories that highlight crucial 
information. One could argue that these are the most important ones and 
as long as they are clear then everything is fine. 
 


 Nonetheless, there is a strong counter-argument based upon the 
reasoning that viewing them as rigid laws can be the cause of confusion 
and a lack of clarity. For example, the coffee debate illustrates this fact 
and indeed questions the stability of the categories. 
 


 An alternative perspective and view could be that some categories are 
unclear because there are also some modern medical issues that are not 
dealt with by the five categories, for example, matters of bioethics. There 
are also arguments about homosexuality within Islam. 
 


 A strong argument to take would be that it is the example of Muhammad’s 
sunna that should be the most useful guide primarily and it is this that 
brings clarity. The categories are there because there was some 
confusion in the first place and so are not really the first place to look. 
 


 Another argument could be that there can be confusion when behaviour 
incorporates more than one category - there is a principle when one 
action devalues another it can become haram when in itself it is not. For 
example, conducting business during Friday prayers. In addition, a neutral 
act can become meritorious depending upon intention. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 


 












Sticky Note

A mainly accurate opening statement apart from 'ward' which appears to be the candidate conflating wajib and fard!.



Sticky Note

A simple and brief explanation of fard that gives some explanation of 'how' even though very basic.



Sticky Note

A reasonable explanation of makruh but not really exploring 'how' - more defining the term.







Sticky Note

This gets the right idea of haram but examples not really clearly related to how it helps a Muslim apart from ultimate destination.



Sticky Note

Appears to be almost an ad hoc addition.



Sticky Note

Overall, this is satisfactory but more at the basic limited end of the Band. Just B3, 7 marks.







Sticky Note

A plan is seen and recognised as integral to the whole answer.



Sticky Note

A good opening statement that gives the obvious response.



Sticky Note

Support added for the first line of reasoning.



Sticky Note

It would have been good to develop this (perhaps for higher Bands) by stating exactly what they are suggesting by this i.e. the Qur'an alone and Muhammads actions on which the categories may be based are not detailed enough.







Sticky Note

The inclusion of adab is interesting and adds to the answer but it is not clearly explained how significant it is to the argument. 



Sticky Note

A decent counter argument introduced suggesting they are outdated.







Sticky Note

This point is a good point but could be developed more.



Sticky Note

Overall, a decent attempt with reasonable evaluation skills, although the understanding of the evidence presented for the argument is not always apparent. For instance, the categories are developed within Shari'a and are meant to be practical - they are not really derived directly from Qur'an. Top of Band 3, 9 marks.
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4. (a)	 Explain	how	three of the five categories of action can help guide a Muslim during life.
[15]


 (b) ‘The five categories of action provide complete guidance for Muslims today.’
Evaluate this view. [15]
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AS RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 


MARKING INSTRUCTIONS 
 


Positive marking 
 
It should be remembered that candidates are writing under examination conditions and credit 
should be given for what the candidate writes, rather than adopting the approach of 
penalising him/her for any omissions. It should be possible for a very good response to 
achieve full marks and a very poor one to achieve zero marks. Marks should not be 
deducted for a less than perfect answer if it satisfies the criteria of the mark scheme.  
 
Exemplars in the mark scheme are only meant as helpful guides. Therefore, any other 
acceptable or suitable answers should be credited even though they are not actually stated 
in the mark scheme. 
 
Two main phrases are deliberately placed throughout each mark scheme to remind 
examiners of this philosophy. They are: 
 


 “Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points   should be 
credited.” 


 “This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.” 
 
Rules for Marking 
 


1. Differentiation will be achieved on the basis of candidates' response. 
 


2. No mark scheme can ever anticipate or include every possible detail or interpretation; 
examiners should use their professional judgement to decide whether a candidate's 
particular response answers the question in relation to the particular assessment 
objective. 


 
3. Candidates will often express their ideas in language different from that given in any 


mark scheme or outline. Positive marking therefore, on the part of examiners, will 
recognise and credit correct statements of ideas, valid points and reasoned 
arguments irrespective of the language employed. 


 
Banded mark schemes 
 
Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has a relevant descriptor. The 
descriptor provides a description of the performance level for that band. Each band contains 
marks. Examiners should first read and annotate a candidate's answer to pick out the 
evidence that is being assessed in that question. Once the annotation is complete, the mark 
scheme can be applied. This is done as a two stage process. 
 
Banded mark schemes stage 1 – deciding on the band 
 
When deciding on a band, the answer should be viewed holistically. Beginning at the lowest 
band, examiners should look at the candidate's answer and check whether it matches the 
descriptor for that band. Examiners should look at the descriptor for that band and see if it 
matches the qualities shown in the candidate's answer. If the descriptor at the lowest band is 
satisfied, examiners should move up to the next band and repeat this process for each band 
until the descriptor matches the answer. 
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If an answer covers different aspects of different bands within the mark scheme, a ‘best fit’ 
approach should be adopted to decide on the band and then the candidate's response 
should be used to decide on the mark within the band. For instance, if a response is mainly 
in band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the answer would be placed in band 
2, but the mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a result of the band 3 
content.   
 
Banded mark schemes stage 2 – deciding on the mark 
 
Once the band has been decided, examiners can then assign a mark. During standardising 
(at the Examiners’ marking conference), detailed advice from the Principal Examiner on the 
qualities of each mark band will be given. Examiners will then receive examples of answers 
in each mark band that have been awarded a mark by the Principal Examiner. Examiners 
should mark the examples and compare their marks with those of the Principal Examiner. 
 
When marking, examiners can use these examples to decide whether a candidate's 
response is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to the example. Examiners are 
reminded of the need to revisit the answer as they apply the mark scheme in order to 
confirm that the band and the mark allocated is appropriate to the response provided. 
Indicative content is also provided for banded mark schemes. Indicative content is not 
exhaustive, and any other valid points must be credited. In order to reach the highest bands 
of the mark scheme a learner need not cover all of the points mentioned in the indicative 
content, but must meet the requirements of the highest mark band.  
 
Awarding no marks to a response 
 
Where a response is not creditworthy, that is it contains nothing of any relevance to the 
question, or where no response has been provided, no marks should be awarded. 
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      15 marks 
 


Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


 
 
 
5 


13-15 marks 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language /vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
4 


10-12 marks 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
3 


7-9 marks 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
 
2 


 


4-6 marks 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
1 


1-3 marks 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 
 


N.B.   A maximum of 1 mark should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


          'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 


 
  







 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 4 


 
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   15 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


13-15 marks 
 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 
question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning 
and/or evidence. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


4 


10-12 marks 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


3 


7-9 marks 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been 


addressed. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


2 


4-6 marks 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason 


and/or evidence. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


1 


1-3 marks 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 


0        No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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2. (a) Explain why the term jahiliyya (ignorance) is used to describe life at the time 
of Muhammad in pre-Islamic Arabia. [AO1 15] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 


 


 The era belonging to Muhammad is called jahiliyya, which translates as 
‘ignorance’. This means for Muslims that monotheism and divine law were 
cast aside as human beings were ruled by other human beings. It was the 
total opposite of submission to Allah. 
 


 Religion was varied, unfocused, idolatrous and full of human influence. 
Religion mirrored the tribal system, having many different deities 
represented by objects. They inspired fear and served to deliver 
protection to individual tribes. Religion had a practical function, linked to 
sacrifice and ritual, as opposed to a more deep-rooted theological one. 
 


 In terms of morality, society was in a desperate state. There was an 
emerging and intensifying feudal system. Under such a system, life was 
cheap and there was nothing immoral about killing; robbery was not 
considered immoral unless you stole the goods of kinsmen. Only the 
strong could survive and that meant the weak were oppressed and 
exploited. Female infanticide was the normal means of population control. 
Women, like slaves, were not treated particularly well and had no specific 
rights, human or legal. 
 


 Social organisation was chaotic and by the time of Muhammad, Arabs 
had begun to engage in trade with surrounding lands. Nomads were being 
drawn to the cities and there was population growth. This had social 
implications; issues surrounding the distribution of wealth, poverty, human 
suffering and social justice were raised. 
 


 Politically there was no stability – there was no overall system of rule or 
monarchy. Laws were not written or established, despite there being an 
understanding of what was accepted and not accepted. Nevertheless, this 
was variable and inconsistent. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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2. (b) ‘The nature of Muhammad's message to the Makkans meant that it would 
fail.' 


 
 Evaluate this view.  [AO2 15] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 
 


 


 One could argue that despite preaching for thirteen years, there were still 
few Muslims in Makkah and this limited success illustrates that the direct 
nature of Muhammad’s message was not successful. In support of this, 
the directness of his message with regards to religious practices of the 
time led to persecution of Muhammad and his followers and therefore was 
generally rejected. 
 


 In looking at the nature of Muhammad’s message, he demanded 
uncompromising monotheism - they had to worship only Allah and discard 
totally all other religious practices. However, the polytheistic nature of 
religion in Makkah was in total contrast to Muhammad's monothestic view 
and so was rejected by many. 
 


 Indeed, it could be argued that when Muhammad criticised the idolatry of 
the Makkans, he also criticised their customs and ancestors which 
created a direct challenge on social and religious grounds and so this was 
destined to fail. 
 


 Also, in terms of economy, the influential leaders in Makkah were 
concerned at the criticism of the annual pilgrimage made by visitors and 
the economic results this would have on Makkah if Muhammad’s 
message were accepted. 
 


 Against all these observations, however, is the strong argument that 
Muhammad's traditional teachings about the revelation of Allah’s 
message to humanity applied to the Makkans and all people. According to 
this reasoning it was necessary to make these revelations and, although 
in Makkah this could be seen as an initial failure, it was absolutely 
necessary. 
 


 In support of this line of argument some modern scholarship suggests that 
the persecution of Muhammad and his followers has been exaggerated. 
Such an argument proposes that his message was never really a major 
problem, rather it was simply not popular - it was certainly not a failure. 
 


 In balance, it could be argued that whilst in the short term the direct 
message of Muhamamad did fail to establish many converts, in the long 
term it actually led to its success in that it led to the Hijrah. Indeed, the 
Hijrah was necessary for the message of Islam to be spread in Arabia and 
ultimately worldwide.  
 


Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 


 












Sticky Note

An excellent opening paragraph, accurately defining jahiliyya in its broader context of social and religious upheaval.



Sticky Note

Paragraph focusing on, and developing, the religious context of jahiliyya and the significance of the Ka'aba.







Sticky Note

Excellent, succint and precise explanation of the social and moral issues related to jahiliyya.



Sticky Note

Another wonderful summary of the political problems at the time of Muhammad but also highlighting that not all things were bad!



Sticky Note

Although there is no relating each aspect of pre-Islamic Arabia specifically to jahiliyya in the previous paragraphs, this precise summary neatly does this.
An excellent answer fulfilling all Band criteria for L5. Full marks.







Sticky Note

This introductory paragraph sets the context and finishes by pointing out that there were trials and testing which leads nicely into the evaluation.



Sticky Note

An interesting insight, perhaps anachronistic but valid.



Sticky Note

This line of reasoning leads into the nature of the message and evaluates why it may have been difficult to accept.



Sticky Note

Good point, could be developed more.







Sticky Note

An alternative line of reasoning suggesting that just because a situation is difficult does not suggest failure.



Sticky Note

An excellent concluding argument (conclusion at the start). 
Overall the answer engages accurately with the question set and fulfils criteria for Band 5 in the time available. Good use of supporting evidence and examples to present a clear argument throughout. Full marks.












Sticky Note

A basic but accurate statement.



Sticky Note

Another basic and limited explanation of the social structure. Needs more detail and development.



Sticky Note

Slight confusion about the religious context with no real detail or explanation. Pagansim is not really accurate.







Sticky Note

Overall, a limited response due to lack of depth and detail. Not quite satisfactory and so top end of Band 2, 6 marks.







Sticky Note

Unfortunately there is very little here to assess and so it is just isolated elements of knowledge to draw a very simple conclusion. Band 1, 2 marks.
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2. (a)	 Explain	 why	 the	 term	 jahiliyya	 (ignorance)	 is	 used	 to	 describe	 life	 at	 the	 time	 of
Muhammad. [15]


 (b) ‘The nature of Muhammad’s message to the Makkans meant that it would fail.’
Evaluate this view. [15]
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